Zero Waste Atlas Fellowship:
Spring Class of 2021
Post-Landfill Action Network

Meet Our Fellows!
University of Georgia
Avery Lumsden (she/her)
Hi folks! I am Avery (she/her), a senior at the University of Georgia majoring in
Environmental Economics and Management with a certificate in Sustainability. For
the past two years I have been a Zero Waste Intern at UGA’s Office of
Sustainability. My dad says I grew up with dirt running through my veins, which now
has inspired my passion for creating a zero waste future, environmental justice,
and climate activism. In my free time I spend a lot of time answering my friend’s
recycling questions, hiking and backpacking, and playing with my dog - who is
fittingly named Atlas!
Benji Holmes (he/him)
Hi, my name is Benji (he/him) and I am a senior at the University of Georgia,
majoring in Environmental Economics and Mgmt. with an Environmental Law minor
and Sustainability Certificate. I am currently a Zero Waste Intern at UGA’s Office of
Sustainability. I am passionate about the intersection of waste-reduction at local
levels and live-events and plan to one day collaborate with entertainment
companies to achieve environmental compliance within their communities and
guidelines. I am absolutely thrilled to work with and learn alongside PLAN through
this fellowship. In my free time, I enjoy gigging around the southeast with my band,
Underground Springhouse, and longboarding with my dog around Athens.

University of Washington - Seattle Campus
Julie Ira (she/her)
Hello! My name is Julie and I am a Junior at the University of Washington,
majoring in Environmental Studies. I’m currently working as the Zero Waste
Program Assistant with UW Recycling. Outside of work and this fellowship, I am the
external director for the Green Greek Representative Program, a course and
student advocacy organization at the UW that works towards building a more
sustainable greek community. Aside from my passion for the environment, I am
also interested in social media and marketing, and I am the Creative Media and
Marketing Lead for the UW Honors Program. In my free time I enjoy hanging out
with my friends, reading, hiking, and taking care of my house plants. I look forward
to participating in the UW’s zero-waste journey!
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West Chester University of Pennsylvania
Andrew James (he/him)
Hello! My name is Andrew James, I am a Graduate Assistant working in West
Chester University’s Office of Sustainability. As a motivated educator and Student
Affairs professional, I am excited to work with PLAN as an Atlas fellow to conduct
the Zero Waste Audit for my university in pursuit to navigate better sustainable
futures. My experience in Higher Education and Sustainability consists of work
related to residential programing and events, and work promoting various
initiatives in Sustainability, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. My experiences have
allowed me to assist in the development of new academic and residential
experiences at West Chester that include the designing of a Sustainability &
Social Justice Leadership Living Learning Communities and facilitating various
co-curricular engagement programs. I am passionate in sustainable practices that
foster intersectional and holistic environments and I strive to continue to promote
these experiences in accessible networks for various communities and as well as for
individual students.
Grace Bowden (she/her)
Hi everyone!! My name is Grace and I am a senior at West Chester University of
Pennsylvania. I’m majoring in Communication Studies with a minor in
Environmental Health and currently interning with the Office of Sustainability as a
Sustainability Peer Educator (SPE). Being an SPE, I plan events for students that
address the social, political, and economic factors of sustainability to help get
students involved and interested! I am grateful that I can be a part of making
West Chester a more environmentally friendly University than I found it four
years ago. In my free time, I love walking my dog and riding my bike :) I have
recently started weaving baskets out of plastic bags which is a hobby I have
been enjoying a lot!

Colby College
Jacob Eichmann (he/him)
Hey! My name is Jacob Eichmann, and I am a Junior at Colby College majoring
in Biology and Environmental Studies and minoring in Economics. At Colby, I
have spent three years working as a Groundskeeper for the Physical Plant
Department and two years as a Research Assistant for the Office of
Sustainability. Through my time on grounds, I became passionate about waste
management and how to improve recycling and composting rates on our
campus. Some of my hobbies include Ultimate Frisbee, skiing, camping, and
cooking. I am excited to work alongside all of you throughout the rest of the
winter and spring!
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University of Wisconsin-Madison
William Awve (he/him)
Hi there! My name is Will Awve and I am a senior at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison studying Environmental Science, as well as Business and
Sustainability. My current role as an intern with UW Madison’s Office of
Sustainability has sparked my interest in our capacity to achieve a zero-waste
campus. I look forward to opening up conversations about sustainability on
campus as we work towards our zero-waste goals! Outside of school, I am most
likely to be found fishing, playing music or doing any number of outdoor activities
with friends.
Cassie Sanford (she/her)
Hi! My name is Cassie Sanford and i’m a senior at UW-Madison studying
Geography and Environmental Studies with a certificate in French. For the past
year, I have been an intern at the UW-Madison Office of Sustainability where
work with offices and greek chapters to become more sustainable. I also am
member of our Social Sustainability Coalition which seeks to bring the social
aspects of sustainability to the forefront, establish partnerships across our
campus, and amplify BIPOC voices in sustainability that have been historically left
out.I’m super excited to be a part of UW-Madison’s zero waste efforts and hope
to keep the social aspects of sustainability in mind when making changes to our
campus. When I’m not working or at school, love to read, write, and walk my dog,
Honey.
Max McMeeken (he/him)
Hello! My name is Max McMeeken. I am a senior at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison studying Political Science and Environmental Studies. I am
also in my first year at the La Follette School of Public Affairs earning my Masters
in Public Affairs through the accelerated program. As an intern for
UW-Madison’s Office of Sustainability, I am involved with several teams that help
students and faculty incorporate environmentally friendly practices into their lives
and work. As an ATLAS fellow, I am very excited to be a part of the foundational
work for UW-Madison to become a zero waste campus. I am learning a lot about
the planning and considerations that are necessary for creating structural
change. In my free time I enjoy hiking, making music, and biking around Madison.
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Eloise Petruska (she/her)
Hi! My name is Eloise Petruska and I’m a senior at UW-Madison double majoring
in Physics and Environmental Studies with a minor in Math. I currently work as a
Sustainability Coordinator assistant at Dining & Culinary Services. I’m excited to
work with PLAN and talk to stakeholders, many of them a part of the Dining &
Culinary services team. It will help me learn more about the department I work in,
and it will cross over with much of the work that I do. We’ve worked with a lot of
waste management data analysis, and I’m excited to lead a sustainable move
out with my boss in May. Sustainability is a passion of mine, and I look forward to
continue learning more about how UW can become more sustainable and
eco-friendly.
Alec Schmelzer (he/him)
Hi! My name is Alec Schmelzer and I am a Freshman at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison studying Political Science and Spanish. My current position
on campus is through the UW Madison Facilities Planning and ManagementPhysical Plant division where I have been working on repurposing attic
stock and other various excess materials around campus. I’m excited to see
what I can learn this semester about making my campus reach a goal of
zero-waste. In my free time I enjoy being outdoors hunting with my dog Daisy,
fishing, camping, skiing, and running.

University of St. Thomas- Minnesota
Ariana Porcello (she/her)
Hi! My name is Ariana Porcello and I am a Sophomore at the University of St.
Thomas-Minnesota double majoring in Environmental Studies and Business
Administration, with a concentration in Leadership and Management. I have been
an intern for the Office of Sustainability Initiatives at St.Thomas for the past year
and have worked on several projects focused on engaging students in campus
sustainability as well as waste diversion projects. I am also the undergraduate
sustainability representative for the St. Thomas Undergraduate Student
Government where we have focused thus far on creating zero waste initiatives and
goals for the University. So I am excited to see how this assessment will help to get
our university closer to making zero waste a reality on our campus! I have
a special interest in sustainability and how it fits into business and corporate settings
and how large companies and businesses can transition to a more sustainable
approach. I love spending time outdoors with family and friends whether it’s hiking,
biking, kayaking, or just bringing my dogs for a stroll down our local trails!
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Elyse Zeswitz (She/Her)
Hey everyone! My name is Elyse Zeswitz and I am a sophomore at UST double
majoring in Business and Political Science. I am currently a part of our SSLP team
for our Office of Sustainability and have been working on various sustainable
projects. One of the projects is a focus on zero waste at UST, so I’m excited to
work with PLAN to emphasize and connect zero waste with different departments.
I am also a member of the sustainability coalition on campus, where one of our
big projects has been a zero waste resolution. I have always had an interest in
sustainability and sustainable initiatives since going to Rachel Carson Elementary
school! In my free time, I enjoy being a plant mom, hiking with my dog, biking, and
baking.
Rabia Sheikh (she/her)
Hello there! My name is Rabia Sheikh, I’m a senior at the University of St. Thomas
in Saint Paul, Minnesota. I’m majoring in Biology and a minor in Interreligious
studies. I am passionate about Sustainable practice as a social justice issue. As the
International Student representative for the Undergraduate Student Government I
have the pleasure of having conversations with students from all over the world
and a common theme in our conversations is having a more sustainable future
where we are protecting the earth and ensuring the conservation of resources. So
I’m particularly grateful to be an Atlas fellow and very excited for what this means
for my campus!

University of Arizona
Jessie Crown (she/her)
Hello! My name is Jessie Crown. I am a junior at the University of Arizona, where I
am majoring in Plant Sciences and minoring in Dance and Environmental Studies.
Throughout my time at UArizona, I have participated in zero waste efforts as a
member of the student government program Students for Sustainability and as a
Sustainability Project Assistant in the UArizona Office of Sustainability. I am
excited to continue learning and working toward achieving zero waste on my
campus as an Atlas fellow! In my free time, I love being outdoors, playing music,
dancing, and reading.

Interested in learning more about Atlas? Visit www.postlandfill.org/atlas for more information!

Zero Waste Atlas Fellowship:
Spring Class of 2021
Post-Landfill Action Network
Jaden Iñiguez (she/her)
Hello! My name is Jaden Iñiguez. I am a senior at the University of Arizona where I
am majoring in Environmental Science with an emphasis in Leadership,
Sustainability and Communication. During my time at UArizona I have built on my
passion for sustainability and environmental stewardship as a member of our
student government program, Students for Sustainability. I also work as an
undergraduate research assistant analyzing environmental health and justice
through the lens of citizen science in Southern Arizona. I am excited to continue
learning about the intersectionality of waste management and help progress my
university towards a zero waste future as a member of the Atlas team! In my spare
time I enjoy spending time outdoors, hiking, and goofing around with my friends
and family.

Annika Risser (she/her)
Hello! My name is Annika Risser and I am a freshman at the University of Arizona. I
am an Undeclared major right now, but I am interested in studying French and
Environmental Science. My involvement in sustainability efforts at UArizona so far
includes working towards reducing campus waste through our student
government program Students for Sustainability, and working for the UArizona
Office of Sustainability as a Sustainability Project Assistant. When I have spare time
I am usually found outdoors, hiking and trail running. I am very excited to create
meaningful change on my campus and work toward a zero-waste future through
my position as a PLAN Atlas Fellow!

Ramapo College of New Jersey
Zoë Tucker-Borrut (she/her)
Greetings! My name is Zoë Tucker-Borrut and I am a senior at Ramapo College of
New Jersey majoring in Biology and minoring in Environmental Studies. For the
past two academic years, I have been Secretary of Sustainability in the Student
Government Association (SGA). During my two terms, I have coordinated three
climate strikes, passed the most aggressive procurement policy the college
has seen to date in the SGA, met with the college President on multiple occasions to
push for reinforcing Ramapo College's commitment to sustainability, created
sustainable event guidelines, a green move-in guide, and completely redesigned
the Ramapo Green website. During my last year of undergrad, I am juggling
several projects to ensure a more sustainable future at Ramapo College.
In my day-to-day life, I practice low waste living by purchasing unpackaged plant-based foods and
bringing my reusables wherever I go. I am passionate about educating myself and others on
sustainable living and environmental activism. I respectfully acknowledge that I attend college on the
ancestral and traditional Indigenous territory of the Ramapough Lenape Nation. I stand in solidarity
with the Ramapough Lenape and I am committed to unlearning and undoing the harms of colonization.
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